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Trans people face ‘horrifying’ rhetoric 
at statehouses 


A group of LGBTQ advocates gathere outside the South Dakota Capitol in Pierre on Jan. 26, 2021, 
to protest a bill that would have banned people from updating the sex on their birth certificates. 
Associated Press 
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party 
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Gershwin Lee a headmaster who is 
more like a coach for his students 
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From Front 


By ANDREW DeMILLO 
Associated Press 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — It 
was pharmacist Gwendo- 
lyn Herzig’s first time testi- 
fying before a legislative 
committee when she spoke 
to several Arkansas law- 
makers in a packed hear- 
ing room this month about 
a bill restricting gender-af- 
firming care for minors. 
Herzig, who is transgender, 
spoke out against the leg- 
islation and told the panel 
that one of the biggest ob- 
stacles trans people face is 
a lack of empathy. Only a 
few minutes later, a Repub- 
lican lawmaker asked her 
an inappropriate question 
about her genitalia. 
“It was horrifying,” she said. 
The exchange, which was 
livestreamed on the Leg- 
islature’s website and has 
since been widely shared 
on social media, is an ex- 
ample of the type of de- 
meaning 
questions 
and 
rhetoric that transgender 
people meet when they 
show up to statehouses to 
testify against new bills tar- 
geting their rights. 
In South Dakota, a law- 
maker 
invoked 
“furries” 
— people who dress up 
as animals — when talk- 
ing about gender-affirming 
care. In Montana, a leg- 
islator compared parents 
supporting their children in 


finding treatment to asking 
doctors to carry out medi- 
cally assisted suicide. 
Advocates worry that in- 
creasingly hostile rhetoric 
about transgender people 
could have a chilling ef- 
fect on those who want 
to speak out against new 
restrictions and could do 
lasting damage to a com- 
munity of trans youth that is 
already marginalized. 
“I feel like that’s what 
they’re trying to do, to 
keep us from coming and 


exercising this right that we 
have,” said Rumba Yambu, 
executive director of Intran- 
sitive, an advocacy and 
support group for trans- 
gender people in Arkan- 
sas. “Because who wants 
to go and be asked about 
their genitalia in front of a 
bunch of strangers? Espe- 
cially strangers in power.” 
So far this year, at least 150 
bills targeting transgender 
people have been intro- 
duced, which is the highest 
in a single year, according 


to the Human Rights Cam- 
paign. 
Bans on gender-affirming 
care for minors have al- 
ready been enacted this 
year in South Dakota and 
Utah, and Republican gov- 
ernors in Tennessee and 
Mississippi are expected to 
sign similar bans into law. 
Arkansas 
and 
Alabama 
have bans that were tem- 
porarily blocked by federal 
judges. 
The push has included ef- 
forts in some states to re- 


strict gender-affirming care 
for adults and proposed 
bans on drag shows that 
opponents have warned 
would 
also 
discriminate 
against transgender peo- 
ple. 
Herzig came to the state 
Capitol to testify against a 
bill attempting to reinstate 
Arkansas’ ban on gender- 
affirming care for minors by 
making it easier to file mal- 
practice lawsuits against 
providers. In her testimony, 
Herzig talked about work- 
ing with transgender pa- 
tients who are on hormone 
replacement therapy. 
“Bills like SB199 are de- 
signed to hinder, not help, 
Arkansans by creating bar- 
riers 
to 
evidence-driven 
health care they deserve 
under the guise of helping 
the young and innocent,” 
she said, later saying a vote 
for the bill was “unpatriotic, 
and casts doubts on our 
own health and research 
institutions 
who 
have 
worked 
through 
health 
care fields to improve the 
lives of Americans.” 
During 
follow-up 
ques- 
tions, Republican Sen. Matt 
McKee asked Herzig if she is 
transgender. 
When she said yes, he 
asked: “Do you have a pe- 
nis?” 
The question was met with 
jeers and audible gasps 
in the packed committee 
room.q 


Trans people face ‘horrifying’ rhetoric at statehouses 


Gwendolyn Herzig prepares to administer a shot of testosterone for a patient at Park West 
Pharmacy in Little Rock, Ark. on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Feds promise to trim backlog of health 
care investigations 


By AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed- 
eral 
officials 
said 
Mon- 
day they're working to cut 
down on a growing back- 
log of complaints lodged 


against health care provid- 
ers, insurers or government 
agencies by patients who 
claim their civil rights or pri- 
vacy have been violated. 
Americans filed more than 
51,000 complaints against 


health agencies last year, a 
number that has grown tre- 
mendously — 69% — over 
the last five years, the fed- 
eral Health and Human Ser- 
vices agency announced. 
Some complaints can take 
years to investigate. 
About two-thirds of the 
cases involve potential vio- 
lations of health informa- 
tion privacy and security, a 
problem that has worsened 
in recent years because of 
data breaches and cyber- 
security hacks, the agency 
said. 
In 2021, more than 700 
large breaches of health 
information were reported. 


Health insurer Anthem, for 
example, was forced to 
pay the government a re- 
cord $16 million fine in 2018 
after a data breach affect- 
ing about 79 million people 
— including names, birth- 
dates, Social Security num- 
bers and medical IDs. 
Health care workers and 
patients can file federal 
complaints against provid- 
ers, insurers, and govern- 
ment agencies when they 
think patients are being 
discriminated against or 
protected health informa- 
tion has been shared, a 
violation of a longstanding 
law known as HIPAA, or the 


Health Insurance Portabil- 
ity and Accountability Act. 
HHS' Office of Civil Rights is 
responsible for investigat- 
ing those complaints. 
The office will reorganize in 
an effort to more quickly in- 
vestigate such complaints, 
the agency said Monday. 
The office will keep a dedi- 
cated division to investi- 
gate 
HIPAA 
complaints, 
with a focus on the growing 
segment of cybersecurity 
breaches. It will also have 
three new different divi- 
sions with staff that focus 
on each of the following: 
policy, strategic planning, 
and enforcement.q 


A computer-run, modular device that customizes drug infusions 
for individual patient's is seen inside a patient's room in the 
COVID-19 Intensive Care Unit at a medical center May 8, 2020, 
in Seattle. 
Associated Press 
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By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court said Mon- 
day it will take up a Re- 
publican-led challenge to 
the 
Consumer 
Financial 
Protection Bureau, a case 
that could threaten how 
the consumer watchdog 
agency functions. It is the 
second time in three years 
that the justices will be ex- 
amining the federal agen- 
cy, which was created in 
the wake of the 2008 finan- 
cial crisis. 
The case will not be heard 
before 
October. 
That’s 


when the court begins its 
next term. Late last year, 
a federal appeals court — 
the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 5th Circuit — ruled 
that the agency’s fund- 
ing structure is unconstitu- 
tional, threatening its abil- 
ity to function. The Biden 
administration asked the 
high court to review that 
decision, which it has now 
agreed to do. 
The administration said the 
lower court’s ruling “calls 
into question virtually every 
action the CFPB has taken” 
since its creation. The deci- 
sion “threatens to inflict im- 


mense legal and practical 
harms on the CFPB, con- 
sumers, and the nation’s fi- 
nancial sector,” the admin- 
istration said. 
Since the bureau was cre- 
ated more than a decade 
ago by the Dodd-Frank 
Act, it has varied in its ag- 
gressiveness. 
During 
the 
Obama administration, it 
used its muscle to collect 
fines from banks and credit 
card companies; during 
the Trump administration, 
it drastically scaled back 
enforcement actions. Re- 
publicans 
have 
argued 
that the agency has un- 


checked power. The case 
the justices agreed to hear 
centers on the agency’s 
funding. Unlike a majority 
of agencies, the CFPB does 
not get its funding from the 
annual 
budget 
process 
in Congress. Instead, it is 


funded directly by the Fed- 
eral Reserve. The agency’s 
budget is capped at 12% of 
the total operating expens- 
es of the Federal Reserve 
System. In the 2022 fiscal 
year, the agency received 
about $640 million.q 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 
Vice 
President 
Kamala 
Harris promoted the Biden 
administration’s 
achieve- 
ments on broadband in- 
ternet access during a visit 
to South Carolina, recently 
minted as the site of Demo- 
crats’ first presidential votes 
of the 2024 campaign. 
In Monday’s trip, her fourth 
to the early-voting state 
since becoming vice presi- 
dent, Harris lauded more 
than $175 million being 
spent to help improve high- 
speed internet infrastruc- 
ture at historically Black 
colleges and institutions, 
which she called “centers 
of academic excellence.” 
“Many of those that we 
focus on currently do not 
have reliable access to 
high-speed 
internet 
on 
campus,” said Harris, her- 
self a graduate of an HBCU. 
“This means that more stu- 
dents will be able to use the 
internet for their everyday 
needs.” 
Harris’ remarks to a room of 
at least 100 supporters and 
student leaders from Bene- 
dict College, an HBCU in 
Columbia, came as Dem- 
ocrats’ national attention 
hones in on South Carolina, 
where a landslide 2020 pri- 
mary win gave Joe Biden 
the momentum to notch 
Super Tuesday wins and 
bounce several opponents 
from the race. 


Biden has repeatedly ac- 
knowledged the state’s piv- 
otal role in his nomination 
as well as the significance 
of its heavily Black Demo- 
cratic electorate. During 
remarks at a fundraiser last 
year, Harris thanked South 
Carolina Democrats, who 
“set President Joe Biden 
and me on a path to the 
White House.” 
Late last year, Biden asked 
the Democratic National 
Committee to move the 
state to the top of the presi- 
dential primary voting cal- 
endar, which party officials 
did this month. Via its email 
lists, South Carolina’s Dem- 
ocratic Party has already 


begun selling buttons, mugs 
and apparel flaunting the 
state’s new status with the 
tagline 
“South 
Carolina 
Democrats Pick Winners.” 
But 
Harris’ 
appearance 
also comes as a debate 
swirls over whether Biden 
— who, at age 80, is the 
nation’s oldest president 
— should seek a second 
term in office, as is widely 
expected. According to 
a poll released this month 
from The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Af- 
fairs Research, just 37% of 
Democrats said they want- 
ed Biden to seek a second 
term. 
Though he’s long said it’s 


his intent to seek reelection, 
Biden has yet to make it of- 
ficial, struggling to dispel 
questions about whether 
he’s too old to continue 
serving as president. In 
an exclusive interview last 
week with The Associated 
Press, first lady Jill Biden 
gave one of the clearest 
indications yet that her hus- 
band will run in 2024, saying 
that there’s “pretty much” 
nothing left to do but figure 
out the time and place for 
the announcement. 
The 
Republican 
candi- 
date field is already form- 
ing, with a focus on South 
Carolina, home to the first 
GOP presidential primary 


in the South. Former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump held 
a campaign event in the 
Statehouse last month, and 
former Gov. Nikki Haley an- 
nounced her candidacy 
in Charleston a few weeks 
later. Sen. Tim Scott is also 
mulling a potential bid. 
Equalizing access to high- 
speed internet has been 
a priority for Biden, who in 
2021 signed into law a $1 
trillion infrastructure pack- 
age that, alongside tradi- 
tional public works projects 
like building roads and 
bridges, included $65 billion 
for broadband expansion. 
Expanding broadband in- 
ternet availability also has 
been a top priority for Rep. 
Jim Clyburn, one of the 
White House’s top Capitol 
Hill supporters and South 
Carolina’s lone congres- 
sional Democrat. Clyburn, 
the 
chamber’s 
assistant 
Democratic 
leader, 
has 
long advocated for more 
widespread internet ac- 
cess nationwide, pushing 
for affordable, high-speed 
networks in rural communi- 
ties. 
Last week, Clyburn ap- 
peared alongside Republi- 
can Gov. Henry McMaster 
to announce the formation 
of a program — funded by 
the bipartisan infrastructure 
package — designed to 
identify the areas of great- 
est need in South Carolina 
and invest in broadband 
infrastructure.q 


Harris promotes broadband in South Carolina as 2024 looms 


Vice President Kamala Harris gives remarks on broadband internet expansion on Monday, Feb. 
27, 2023, at Benedict College in Columbia, S.C. 


Associated Press 


Supreme Court to hear challenge to 
consumer agency 


Light illuminates part of the Supreme Court building at dusk on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Nov. 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 


U.S. NEWS 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 
A4 


By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
on Monday signed a bill 
that gives him control of 
Walt Disney World’s self- 
governing district, punish- 
ing the company over its 
opposition to the so-called 
“Don’t Say Gay” law. 
The bill requires DeSantis, 
a Republican, to appoint 
a five-member board to 
oversee the government 
services that the Disney dis- 
trict provides in its sprawling 
theme park properties in 
Florida. 
“Today 
the 
corporate 
kingdom finally comes to 
an end,” he said at a bill 
signing ceremony in Lake 
Buena Vista. “There’s a 
new sheriff in town, and ac- 
countability will be the or- 
der of the day.” 
The signing came as De- 
Santis gears up for an ex- 
pected 
presidential 
run 
and marks a high-profile 
legislative 
victory 
for 
a 
governor whose leverag- 
ing of cultural and political 
divides has pushed him to 
the fore of national Repub- 
lican politics. 
The takeover of the Dis- 
ney district began last year 
when the entertainment gi- 
ant, facing intense pressure, 
publicly opposed “Don’t 
Say Gay,” which bars in- 
struction on sexual orienta- 
tion and gender identity in 
kindergarten through third 
grade and lessons deemed 


not age-appropriate. 
DeSantis moved to quickly 
to penalize the company, 
directing lawmakers in the 
GOP-dominated 
Legisla- 
ture to dissolve Disney’s 
self-governing district dur- 
ing a special legislative ses- 
sion, beginning a closely 
watched restructuring pro- 
cess. DeSantis and other 
Republican critics of Disney 
slammed the company for 
coming out against the 
education law, calling it a 
purveyor of “woke” ideol- 
ogy that inject inappropri- 
ate subjects into children’s 
entertainment. 
This month, the governor 
called on lawmakers to 


return to the Capitol for 
another special session to 
finalize state control of the 
district, as well as approve 
legislation around some of 
his other key legislative pri- 
orities on immigration and 
voter fraud.In taking on 
Disney, DeSantis furthered 
his reputation as a culture 
warrior willing to battle per- 
ceived political enemies 
and wield the power of 
state government to ac- 
complish political goals, a 
strategy that is expected to 
continue ahead of his po- 
tential White House run. 
The feud also reinforced 
the governor’s brash, go-it- 
alone leadership style, pe- 


nalizing a massive employ- 
er, tourism driver and politi- 
cal donor in the state over 
the company’s stance on a 
piece of legislative policy. 
DeSantis, whose book, “The 
Courage to be Free,” is 
coming out Tuesday, has 
moved in recent weeks to 
expand his political net- 
work through fundraisers 
and meetings with do- 
nors, elected officials and 
conservative 
influencers, 
adding to the speculation 
around his larger political 
aspirations. 
The coming months will be 
critical to DeSantis as he 
builds his profile out be- 
yond Florida. He is expect- 


ed to utilize the coming 
regular legislative session, 
which begins next week, 
to bolster his conservative 
agenda before he an- 
nounces his candidacy for 
president. 
The new law changes the 
district’s name from the 
Reedy 
Creek 
Improve- 
ment District to the Central 
Florida Tourism Oversight 
District and subjects it to 
various layers of state over- 
sight. Board members were 
previously named through 
entities controlled by Dis- 
ney. 
It leaves the district and its 
financial abilities and debt 
obligations intact, address- 
ing a chief concern of sur- 
rounding governments. It 
also prevents people who 
have worked with or con- 
tracted with a theme park 
in the past three years from 
serving on the district’s new 
governing board. 
At his news conference, 
DeSantis said he would ap- 
point Tampa attorney Mar- 
tin Garcia as the chairman 
of the district’s new govern- 
ing board, along with new 
board 
members 
Bridget 
Ziegler, 
a 
conservative 
school board member and 
wife of the Florida Republi- 
can party chairman Chris- 
tian Ziegler; Brian Aungst 
Jr., an attorney and son of 
a former two-term Repub- 
lican mayor of Clearwater; 
Mike Sasso, an attorney; 
and Ron Peri, head of The 
Gathering USA ministry.q 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden on 
Monday announced the 


appointment 
of 
former 
Columbia, South Carolina, 
Mayor Steve Benjamin as 
a top adviser, filling a key 
White House role from a 


state that has become cru- 
cial to the Democratic Par- 
ty ahead of the 2024 elec- 
tion cycle. 
Benjamin will become di- 
rector of the White House 
Office 
of 
Engagement. 
He takes over from anoth- 
er former mayor, Keisha 
Lance Bottoms, who had 
assumed the role in June 
and is returning to Atlanta, 
officials said. 
Benjamin will oversee White 
House efforts “to ensure 
community leaders, diverse 
perspectives, 
and 
new 
voices have the opportuni- 
ty to inform the work of the 
President in an inclusive, 
transparent and responsi- 


ble way,” according to the 
White House. In a release, 
Biden called Benjamin a 
“longtime public servant” 
whose “deep relationships 
across the country” would 
well serve the administra- 
tion. 
Benjamin, 
53, 
has 
long 
been considered a rising 
star in Democratic politics, 
serving three terms as Co- 
lumbia’s mayor, and the 
first Black mayor in the city’s 
history. Serving as president 
of the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors and African Ameri- 
cans Mayors Association, 
Benjamin spoke at the 2016 
Democratic National Con- 
vention and was among 


the candidates considered 
for Hillary Clinton’s running 
mate that year. He opted 
not to run for a fourth term 
in 2021. 
The appointment comes 
at a time when Benjamin’s 
home 
state 
is 
becom- 
ing even more critical to 
Democrats as they face 
the 2024 presidential cam- 
paign. Earlier this year, the 
Democratic National Com- 
mittee voted to hold their 
first 
nominating 
contest 
of the next cycle in South 
Carolina, supplanting Iowa, 
New Hampshire and Ne- 
vada in an effort to more 
deeply represent the de- 
sires of Black voters. q 


DeSantis takes over Disney district, punishing company 


Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks, Feb. 15, 2023, at Palm Beach Atlantic University in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 


Associated Press 


Ex-SC mayor taking over White House Office of Engagement 


Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin speaks at a campaign rally for 
Democratic Senate hopeful Jaime Harrison of South Carolina, 
Oct. 26, 2020, in Columbia, S.C. 


Associated Press 


WORLD NEWS A5 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The U.K. 
and the European Union 
sealed a deal on Monday 
to resolve their thorny post- 
Brexit trade dispute over 
Northern 
Ireland, 
hailing 
the agreement as the start 
of a “new chapter” in their 
often fractious relationship. 
British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak and European Com- 
mission 
President 
Ursula 
von der Leyen announced 
the grandly titled “Windsor 
Framework” after agreeing 
to the final details in Wind- 
sor, near London. 
Von der Leyen told a news 
conference it was “historic 
what we have achieved 
today.” Sunak said there 
had 
been 
a 
“decisive 
breakthrough.” 
The agreement, which will 
allow goods to flow freely 
to Northern Ireland from 
the rest of the U.K., ends 
a dispute that has soured 
U.K.-EU relations, sparked 
the collapse of the Belfast- 
based 
regional 
govern- 
ment and shaken North- 
ern Ireland’s decades-old 
peace process. 
Fixing it ends a long-running 
irritant for von der Leyen 
and is a big victory for Su- 
nak — but not the end of his 
troubles. Selling the deal to 
his own Conservative Party 
and its Northern Irish allies 
may be a tougher struggle. 
Now Sunak awaits the judg- 
ment of Northern Ireland’s 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
which is boycotting the re- 
gion’s power-sharing gov- 
ernment until the trade ar- 


rangements are changed 
to its satisfaction. 
Sunak is due to make a 
statement to the House of 
Commons later setting out 
details of the deal. 
Northern Ireland is the only 
part of the U.K. that shares 
a border with an EU mem- 
ber, the Republic of Ire- 
land. When the U.K. left 
the bloc in 2020, the two 
sides agreed to keep the 
Irish border free of customs 
posts and other checks be- 
cause an open border is 
a key pillar of Northern Ire- 
land’s peace process. 
Instead, there are checks 
on some goods entering 
Northern Ireland from the 
rest of the U.K. That an- 
gered British unionist politi- 
cians in Belfast, who say 


the new trade border in the 
Irish Sea undermines North- 
ern Ireland’s place in the 
United Kingdom. 
The Democratic Unionist 
Party collapsed Northern 
Ireland’s 
Protestant-Cath- 
olic power-sharing govern- 
ment a year ago in protest 
and has refused to return 
until the rules are scrapped 
or substantially rewritten. 
The party’s leader, Jeffrey 
Donaldson, said there had 
been “significant progress” 
but “key issues of concern” 
remained. He said the par- 
ty would study the details 
before responding. 
The devil, as ever, will be in 
those details, and the two 
sides emphasized different 
elements of the deal. 
Sunak said the new rules 


“removed any sense of a 
border in the Irish Sea” by 
eliminating checks and pa- 
perwork for the vast major- 
ity of goods entering North- 
ern Ireland. Only those des- 
tined to travel onward to 
EU member Ireland will be 
checked. 
He said Northern Ireland’s 
lawmakers would be able 
to block any changes to 
EU goods laws that applied 
to them by using an emer- 
gency mechanism labeled 
the “Stormont Brake” after 
the home of the Northern 
Ireland Assembly. 
“Today’s agreement deliv- 
ers smooth-flowing trade 
within the whole United 
Kingdom, protects North- 
ern Ireland’s place in our 
union and safeguards sov- 


ereignty for the people of 
Northern Ireland,” Sunak 
said. 
Von der Leyen stressed that 
the EU’s borderless single 
market would be protect- 
ed by safeguards includ- 
ing “IT access, labels and 
enforcement procedures” 
and said the European 
Court of Justice would re- 
main “the sole and ultimate 
arbiter of EU law.” 
The role of the European 
court in resolving any dis- 
putes that arise over the 
rules has been the thorni- 
est issue in the talks. The 
U.K. and the EU agreed in 
their Brexit divorce deal to 
give the European court 
that authority. But the DUP 
and Conservative Party eu- 
roskeptics insist the court 
must have no jurisdiction in 
U.K. matters. 
The 
British 
pound 
rose 
against the dollar after the 
deal was announced, and 
business groups welcomed 
the agreement. Tony Dank- 
er, who heads the Confed- 
eration of British Industry, 
said it would “allow busi- 
nesses and politicians to 
turn their attention to eco- 
nomic growth and deliver- 
ing greater prosperity.” 
Sunak will have to face 
down 
his 
Conservative 
critics — including former 
Prime Minister Boris John- 
son, who as leader at the 
time signed off on the trade 
rules that he now derides. 
Johnson was ousted by 
the Conservatives last year 
over ethics scandals, but is 
widely believed to hope for 
a comeback.q 


BEIJING (AP) — China on 
Monday accused the U.S. 
of “outright bullying and 
double standards” in lev- 
eling what it called “ille- 
gal” sanctions on Chinese 
companies as part of U.S. 
actions 
against 
Russia’s 
Wagner Group and related 
companies and individuals. 
The entities were targeted 
for their role in the war in 
Ukraine 
and 
mercenary 
activities, including human 
rights abuses, in Africa. 


The sanctions “have no ba- 
sis in international law or au- 
thorization from the Securi- 
ty Council, and are typical 
illegal unilateral sanctions 
and long-arm jurisdiction,” 
Foreign 
Ministry 
spokes- 
person Mao Ning said at 
a daily briefing. “While the 
U.S. has intensified its efforts 
to send weapons to one of 
the parties to the conflict, 
resulting in an endless war, 
it has frequently spread 
false 
information 
about 


China’s supply of weapons 
to Russia, taking the oppor- 
tunity to sanction Chinese 
companies for no reason,” 
she said. “This is outright 
bullying and double stan- 
dards.” The Treasury and 
State 
departments 
an- 
nounced the moves in co- 
ordinated statements that 
targeted dozens of Wag- 
ner Group affiliates, includ- 
ing some in the Central 
African Republic and the 
United Arab Emirates, as 
well as the president of Rus- 
sia’s Kalashnikov Concern, 
the original manufacturer 
of the AK-47 assault rifle.q 


U.K., EU hail ‘new chapter’ with deal to fix Brexit trade spat 


Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, right, greets European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen at the Fairmont Hotel in Windsor, England, Monday Feb. 27, 2023. 


Associated Press 


China accuses U.S. of ‘bullying’ with new 
‘illegal’ sanctions 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., right, Sen. Richard Blumenthal, 
D-Conn., left, speak during a news conference on legislation 
labeling the Russian Wagner Group as one of the Foreign 
Terrorist Organizations, Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023, on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. 
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SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Gérard Latortue, a for- 
mer interim prime minister 
of Haiti who helped rebuild 


and unite the country after 
a violent coup in the mid- 
2000s, has died. He was 88. 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
announced 
Latortue’s 
death Monday, saying it 
was a tremendous loss for 
the nation. He described 
Latortue as “a reformer, a 
convinced patriot, an emi- 
nent technocrat, a voice of 
change, of development 
(and) a supporter of de- 
mocracy.” 
Latortue was a former exile 
who was sworn in as inter- 
im prime minister in March 


2004 following months of 
bloodshed 
and 
political 
strife that left more than 
300 dead and culminated 
in the ouster of former Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide. The turmoil at the time 
prompted the U.S. military 
to escalate its mission in 
Haiti. In a July 2004 interview 
with The Associated Press 
in 
Washington, 
Latortue 
vowed to fight corruption 
and disarm powerful gangs 
as he requested $1.3 billion 
from the international com- 
munity to help rebuild Haiti 


after the violent revolt. 
In September 2005, he wel- 
comed former U.S. State 
Secretary 
Condoleezza 
Rice to Haiti, where she 
stressed the need for local 
officials to accelerate the 
process to hold general 
elections. Latortue said at 
the time that his administra- 
tion shared the same con- 
cerns as the U.S. govern- 
ment and the international 
community, and that the 
administration would honor 
the results of the upcoming 
elections.q 


By FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ico’s president lashed out 
Monday 
at 
demonstra- 
tors who protested cuts to 
election funding over the 
weekend, 
belittling 
their 
concerns about threats to 
democracy and dashing 
any hopes that he would 
try to ease rising political 
tensions. 
President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador seemed to 
revel in the conflict, hurling 
insults at the tens of thou- 
sands of people who dem- 
onstrated in Mexico City’s 
main plaza, calling them 
thieves and allies of drug 
traffickers. 
“There was an increase in 
the number of pick pock- 
ets stealing wallets here in 
the Zocalo, but what do 
you want, with so many 
white-collar 
criminals 
in 
one place?” López Obra- 
dor said at his daily morn- 
ing press briefing. 
At the root of the conflict 
are plans by López Obra- 
dor, which were approved 
last week by Mexico’s Sen- 
ate, to cut salaries and 
funding for local election 
offices, and scale back 
training for citizens who 
operate and oversee poll- 
ing stations. The changes 
would also reduce sanc- 
tions for candidates who 
fail to report campaign 
spending. 
López Obrador denies the 
reforms are a threat to de- 
mocracy and says criticism 
is elitist. He argues that the 


funds should be redirected 
to helping the poor. 
Riffing on the protesters’ 
slogan “Don’t touch the 
INE (National Electoral Insti- 
tute),” López Obrador said 
their slogans were “Don’t 
touch corruption,” “Don’t 
touch privileges,” “Don’t 
touch the Narco Govern- 
ment.” 
“They don’t care about de- 
mocracy, what they want is 
to continue with the oligar- 
chy, the rule of the rich,” 
the president said. 
Demonstrators 
say 
the 
electoral law changes ap- 
proved last week threaten 
democracy 
and 
could 
mark a return to past prac- 
tices of vote manipulation. 


Few at Sunday’s demon- 
stration had any kind words 
for López Obrador, either. 
“The path he is taking is 
toward socialism, commu- 
nism,” said Fernando Guti- 
errez, 55, a small business- 
man. “That’s obvious, from 
the aid going to Cuba,” 
Gutierrez said. López Ob- 
rador has imported coro- 
navirus vaccines, medical 
workers and stone railway 
ballast from Cuba, but has 
shown little taste for social- 
ist policies at home. 
Sunday’s 
demonstrators 
were clad mostly in white 
and pink — the color of 
the National Electoral In- 
stitute — and shouted slo- 
gans like “Don’t Touch my 


Vote!” Like a similar but 
somewhat larger protest on 
Nov. 13, the demonstrators 
appeared somewhat more 
affluent than those at the 
average demonstration. 
The heated nature of the 
debate 
drew 
attention 
from the U.S. government. 
“Today, in Mexico, we see a 
great debate on electoral 
reforms that are testing the 
independence of electoral 
and 
judicial 
institutions,” 
Brian A. Nichols, the U.S. 
assistant secretary of state 
for Western hemisphere af- 
fairs, wrote in his Twitter ac- 
count. “The United States 
supports 
independent, 
well-resourced 
electoral 
institutions that strengthen 


democratic processes and 
the rule of law.” 
López Obrador said last 
Thursday that he’ll sign the 
changes into law, even 
though he expects court 
challenges. Many at Sun- 
day’s 
protest 
expressed 
hope that Mexico’s Su- 
preme Court would over- 
turn some of the changes, 
as courts have done with 
other presidential initiatives. 
Lorenzo Cordova, the head 
of the National Electoral In- 
stitute, has said the reforms 
“seek to cut thousands of 
people who work every 
day to guarantee trustwor- 
thy elections, something 
that will of course pose a 
risk for future elections.” 
The 
president’s 
strident 
pushback against the judi- 
ciary, as well as regulatory 
and oversight agencies, 
has raised fears among 
some that he is seeking to 
reinstitute 
the 
practices 
of the old PRI, which bent 
the rules to retain Mexico’s 
presidency for 70 years until 
its defeat in the 2000 elec- 
tions. 
Elections in Mexico are ex- 
pensive 
by 
international 
standards, in part because 
almost all legal campaign 
financing is, by law, sup- 
plied by the government. 
The electoral institute also 
issues the secure voter ID 
cards that are the most 
commonly accepted form 
of identification in Mexico, 
and 
oversees 
balloting 
in the remote and often 
dangerous corners of the 
country.q 


Mexican president disparages pro-democracy demonstrators 


Anti-government demonstrators protest against recent reforms pushed by President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador to the country’s electoral law that they say threaten democracy, in Mexico 
City’s main square, The Zocalo, Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Gérard Latortue, former interim Haitian 
premier, dies at 88 


Haitian interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue attends the 11th 
general conference of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) at the Austria Center in Vienna, Nov. 28, 
2005. 


Associated Press 
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Big reception for survey “Literary Life on Aruba” 


(Oranjestad)—Recently, 
there has been a survey 
published for the public, in 
which investigators explore 
the reasons for the decline 
in literary life on Aruba and 
ways to fix this. 


The 
commission 
leading 
the investigation regarding 
literary life on Aruba reunit- 
ed to work on three points 
of interest. This investigation 
covers a variety of areas 
like secondary schools, li- 
braries, book shops, authors 
and readers. 
For each area, the inves- 
tigator Mr. Nicolaas de- 
signed a list of questions, 
specifically 
about 
their 
field. Based on the answers 
for these questions, investi- 
gators may explain the rea- 


sons why literary life on the 
island is stuck and perhaps 
suggest way to improve 
this. 


This commission, consist- 
ing of Dr. J. Pereira, Dr. W. 
Rutgers and Dr. F. Guade- 
loupe, revised all the sur- 
veys and gave their rec- 
ommendations. The enthu- 
siasm within the community 
to participate in this survey 
was overwhelming. This was 
evident from the number 
of people who registered 
their 
email 
survey.litera- 
ture@gmail.com to receive 
the survey. Soon there will 
be an online version of the 
survey on different websites 
like the ‘Lanta Papiamento 
Foundation’ (FLP) and Ca- 
reer IQ, where the survey 


can be found one click 
away. 
In the past, there have 
been many talks and in- 
sinuations about the liter- 
ary life on Aruba, but there 
were no data to substanti- 
ate these statements. There 
are a lot of factors that play 
a role and attention must 
be paid to this. However, 
with this investigation, it is 
finally possible to point out 
the weaknesses and look 
for ways to remedy these. 
According to Mr. Nicolaas, 
this investigation is the first 
of its kind and is something 
that 
needs 
to 
continu- 
ally take place every 5 to 
10 years. This way we can 
keep monitoring this field 
and build a healthy and 
strong country.q 


Minister Endy Croes meets with the FEPA foundation 


(Oranjestad)—Recently, 
Minister of Education, Endy 
Croes, met with the director 
of the FEPA foundation, Mr. 
Randolf Vrolijk, and policy 
officer Mr. Jerehm Capm- 
bell. Also present were di- 
rector of the Education In- 


spectorate Service Aruba, 
Mr. John Hessen and direc- 
tor of the Department of Ed- 
ucation Aruba, Mrs. Anne 
Marie Proveyer. 


During this meeting, FEPA 
brought forth different peti- 


tions that they have made 
since last October. One of 
these concerns the estab- 
lishment of a MAVO sec- 
ondary school completely 
in Papiamento for drop 
outs with a difficulty with 
the Dutch language. 


Besides 
this, 
they 
also 
made a petition to open 5 
new studies on ABO 1 lev- 
el, which is equivalent to 
the level MBO 1 in Bonaire. 
Those who may or may 
not have finished primary 
school only can enroll in this 
study, and hence improve 
their chances for better job 
opportunities. 


These 5 studies are as fol- 
lowed: 1. Assistant service 
and care worker; 2. Sales/ 
Retail Assistant; 3. Hospital- 
ity, food or food industry 
assistant; 4. Building, living 
and 
maintenance 
assis- 
tant; 5. Assistant plant, ani- 
mal or (green) living envi- 
ronment worker. 


Bonaire will also assist in 
this project, seeing as it 
already has these studies 
and FEPA’s intention is to 
buy these from Bonaire and 
establish them in Aruba. 


Before realizing this project, 
FEPA must turn in a study 
guide to see how these 
studies will be structured. 
Afterwards, 
the 
Depart- 
ment of Education Aruba 
and Education Inspector- 
ate Service Aruba need 
to evaluate these in order 
to make sure that the di- 
plomas 
are 
recognized. 
Finally, the Minister of Edu- 
cation, Mr. Endy Croes, will 
be advised whether to give 
aprovable to this petition or 
not.q 


Minister Glenbert Croes meets with House Representative for 
New Hampshire, USA, Mr. Brian D. Cole 


(Oranjestad)—Minister of Energy 
Glenbert Croes met with Represen- 
tative Brian D. Cole during his visit 
on the island. During his stay, Rep- 
resentative Cole took the time to 
share with the Aruban government 
his vision for new technological 
projects concerning generating 
electricity using tidal movements. 


Seeing as the government pos- 
sesses an interest in generating 
electricity through more economic 
means, this indeed captured the 
minister’s attention. This will also put 


Representative Cole in contact 
with state energy businesses. 


There will be a follow-up meeting 
so Representative Cole can intro- 
duce the government to Ameri- 
can companies interested in help- 
ing Aruba with this technological 
method called Tidal Generation of 
Electricity. 


Minister Croes is very grateful to be 
able to host Representative Cole 
and for his interest to help develop 
the island. q 


Tuesday 28 February 2023 
A8 


Costa Linda celebrated their Carnaval and Queen Coronation party 


Costa Linda is accustomed 
to 
celebrating 
Carnaval 
and 
Queen 
Coronation 
Party, and this February 
15th was no exception. 
Guests and owners were 
able to enjoy an afternoon 
with finger foods, refresh- 
ments, special guests, col- 
ors, fantasy and music. 


This lovely afternoon start- 
ed with the former Queens 
parade around the pool, 
which was accompanied 
by Quality Brassband and 
dancers in Carnaval cos- 
tumes. The parade ended 
in the lobby, where the 
MC’s announced the spe- 
cial guests of the day which 


were; Miss Aruba Kiarah 
Arends, Aruba’s Carnaval 
Childrens Queen Ziah, Aru- 
ba’s Carnaval Teen Queen 
Jennely Winklaar, Aruba’s 
Carnaval Queen Adriane 
Jacobs and Aruba’s Mrs. 
Carnaval Shera Alberts. 


Continued on Page 9 
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Costa Linda celebrated their Carnaval and Queen Coronation party 


Continued from Page 8 


Costa Linda’s own Princess and Queens were crowned 
by the special guests; 
Cami York was crowned as Tourist Princess of 2023, Emma 
Wetzel was crowned as Tourist Teen Queen of 2023, Mary 
Sue Berry was crowned as Tourist Queen of 2023 and 
Joanne Frans was crowned as Employee Queen of 2023. 


The show was followed by special performances from the 
2nd finalist of the Tumba Festival Giliane Wester and the 
2nd finalist of the Roadmarch Contest Easy B. The event 
was finalized with Impressive Dancers who performed a 
carnaval dance show. 


Guests and owners alike surely went home with a great 
carnaval experience.q 
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Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation 


ORANJESTAD ― Turtugaruba was 
founded on September 3rd, 2003 
by a group of enthusiastic volun- 
teers. Ten years earlier, in 1993, a 
Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan 
(STRAP) was introduced in Aruba 
and the rest of the Caribbean as 
an initiative of the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP). Tom 
Barmes, who was working at DLVV 
(Deptartment of Agriculture, Hus- 
bandry and Fishery) was one of 
the writers of the STRAP for Aruba, 
together with Karen Eckert, direc- 
tor of WIDECAST (Wider Caribbean 
Sea Turtle Conservation Network). 
This is how sea turtle conservation 
started on the island following a 
plan that is still complied with to- 
day. 


Tom formed a group of volun- 
teers around him, because na- 
ture does not know office hours, 


like an organization such as DLVV. 
This group of volunteers used the 
name Widecast Aruba and today 
there are still a few of them ac- 
tive. They first started protecting 
the Leatherback Sea Turtle nests 
on Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. 
This group also investigated which 
other species of sea turtles use 
Aruba as their nesting habitat and 
which beaches are used by them. 
For a period of 25 years a study has 
been conducted in which every 
early morning the beach was be- 
ing monitored in which now there is 
a good overview of sea turtle nest- 
ing activities. 


There are 4 different sea turtle spe- 
cies that visit Aruba to lay their 
eggs, each with their own specific 
season: 
- Leatherback Sea Turtle - Leder- 
schildpad - Driekiel (March – Sep- 


tember) 
- Loggerhead Sea Turtle - Dikkop- 
schildpad - Cawama (May – Sep- 
tember) 
- Hawksbill Sea Turtle - Karetschild- 
pad - Caret (June – December) 
- Green Turtle - Soepschildpad - 
Turtuga Blanco (July-November) 


There also came a better under- 
standing and overview of the big- 
gest threats to the sea turtles ex- 
istence in Aruba and how these 
problems should be tackled. De- 
spite hard work, all those years, 
most problems have not really 
gone away, but luckily and thanks 
to the enormous efforts from the 
volunteers, the sea turtles are still 
here. On Aruba the sea turtles 
are threatened with extinction by 
pollution, driving on dunes and 
beaches with quads and 4x4’s and 
the loss of nesting beaches due to 
coastal development on behalf of 
tourism. Because coastal devel- 
opment comes with artificial light 
and artificial light is a mayor issue 
for sea turtles, mother turtle usu- 
ally comes on shore at night look- 
ing for a dark beach to make her 
nest. However… a dark beach is 
hard to find here nowadays. Light 
causes stress and can result in her 
returning to the sea without laying 
her eggs. Artificial light causes dis- 
orientation for the baby sea turtles 
(hatchlings). 


They crawl towards artificial light 
sources 
(like 
streetlights, 
hotel 
lights, etc.) and then they don’t 
find the sea. In the 90’s it was still 
a common occurrence to find a 
complete nest of about 70 hatch- 
lings on the streets, dead, as cars 


drove over them. Thanks to their 
protection methods and a lot of 
time and effort, the volunteers of 
Turtugaruba have managed to 
get this under control. But for a sus- 
tainable solution there must be less 
light visible on the beaches and 
a strict regulation of it. Sea turtles 
simply need dark nesting beaches 
for their survival. It is clear that even 
more coastal development would 
not make the situation better for 
the sea turtles. Again, more hotel 
rooms? And even busier beach- 
es? These are choices Aruba has 
to make. Do we want to leave a 
place for the sea turtles? Not only 
Aruba, but the entire world needs 
sea turtles! Sea turtles play a vital 
role in keeping our oceans healthy. 


The Green Turtle, for example, 
keeps the sea grasses on the bot- 
tom of the sea short and therefore 
a healthy place for many fish to de- 
posit their eggs. The Leatherback, 
the largest turtle of the world, eats 
mainly jellyfish and helps main- 
tain the balance between jellyfish 
and plankton. Despite the threats 
that exist on Aruba, the turtles still 
keep coming. That’s why today 
Turtugaruba is especially proud of 
the volunteers and the many peo- 
ple and organizations of our com- 
munity that carry a warm place 
in their hearts for the sea turtles. 
All four species are active now, 
which means all hands on deck 
in the field for us, the volunteers. 
We strive to keep the sea turtles, 
our oldest ‘repeat guests’, always 
coming back to Aruba and get the 
chance to reproduce here. 


What you can do to protect the 
sea turtles 
• 
Lights out for sea turtles. 
• 
Do not drive on beaches. 
• 
Do not litter. Do not leave 
any plastic cups, straws or bags on 
the beach. 
• 
Remove obstacles from the 
beach. 
• 
Do not disturb a nesting sea 
turtle. Do not attempt to touch the 
turtle but stay at a respectful dis- 
tance (at least 10 meters). 
• 
Do call Turtugaruba (24 
hour Turtle Hotline: (297) 5929393). 
For more information visit the face- 
book page Turtugaruba Founda- 
tion. q 
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Gershwin Lee: a headmaster who is more like a coach for his students 


The teacher as well as the student are people, 
and before everything, must be seen as peo- 
ple. That is the philosophy of Gershwin Lee, 
headmaster of the MAVO school, Colegio San 
Antonio. 


Lee had just finished supervising a ‘strafmid- 
dag’ – afternoon detention – when he spoke 
with our reporter. A group of students unhappy 
that they had to spend a Friday afternoon at 
school is not exactly and ideal situation, but the 
headmaster doesn’t let any opportunity go by 
without connecting with his students. “They feel 
that the teacher doesn’t like them, they told 
me. Many times it is a teacher who gave them 
a low grade.” And what Lee told them was that 
by getting lower grades, the children reinforce 
the bad impression that the teacher might 
have of them, but the negative consequences 
fall on them. 


He knew of which teacher the kids were talk- 
ing, someone who has an interest but follows 
a stricter line. When the headmaster asked the 
kids why they don’t make an effort, the answer 
was that “I don’t want the teacher to think that 
I’m a teacher’s pet”. In that moment, Lee gave 
them a challenge, to ask the teacher directly if 
he thinks they have a perspective. “I told them 
that they will be surprised by the answer, be- 
cause I’m sure that the teacher will say that 
he does believe in them, as long as they apply 
themselves.” 


After the conversation, Lee let the kids watch 
the documentary about gymnast Simone By- 
les, who despite having addicts as parents who 
couldn’t give attention to their child; she was 
adopted by her grandparents. “The difference 
is the mindset. The idea was for the children to 
realize that trauma doesn’t need to be an ob- 
stacle. Everyone has trauma. A child who gets 
screamed at by a teacher when he was in first 
grade because he couldn’t read well will be 
left with trauma. The point is how you deal with 
trauma.” 


Perhaps the most surprising aspect is that Ger- 
shwin Lee told the students that he also experi- 
enced a challenging youth. His father, the late 
Atan Lee was an extremely strict parent who 
didn’t hesitate to use physical discipline and de- 
manded perfection at school from his children. 
Gershwin as the older of three would rebel. His 
grades in MAVO were nothing to be proud of, 
and his rebellion continued until after finishing 
HBO (Dutch equivalent to college). His father 
dreamed of his son receiving the title ‘drs’, and 
Lee got all the way to his thesis and then decid- 
ed not to do it. He informed his father, who was 
obviously disappointed, and then moved to 
Spain where he obtained his Masters in Business 
Administration with specialization in marketing 
and public relations. 


The trajectory however made Lee realize why his 
father was so focused on his children’s achieve- 
ments. “My father grew up poor in a big family. 
A male child of Chinese heritage, who was a 
victim of bullying, managed to overcome and 
wanted the best for his children. He couldn’t 
believe it himself how much he achieved. No 


one believed in him when he was a child.” 
The realization that his father’s demands were 
the result of trauma allowed Gershwin to ac- 
cept that the disciplinarian was simply a father 
who loved him and wanted the best for him. 


And these stories, Lee tells them to the students 
of Colegio San Antonio. This however does not 
mean that it’s not necessary to recognize the 
difficulty that some students are going through, 
because often, the attitude and arrogance of 
some students hides the lack of a parent’s love, 
or the fact that the family is poor. Such attitudes 
are reflected in the results, and sometimes par- 
ents have a hard time understanding this. Ger- 
shwin applies the same human approach with 
the parents, some of whom sometimes come to 
school very angry. 


From the start, ever since he was a teacher, 
Gershwin noticed that the best way to see the 
student, the parent, or the colleague is first as a 
person, holistically. For this reason also it is impor- 
tant for Gershwin to have personal contact with 
parents, to really get to know them. And he asks 
all of them the same question: “How was your 
day yesterday? How are you this morning, what 
did you have to eat?” This way of showing inter- 
est tears down walls and allows him to come 
closer to people, in order to reach the core of 
any conflict. A student (who is not a ‘repeat cli- 
ent’) who approaches him because the teach- 
er kicked him out of school will not get scolded, 
but will be approached by a person who wants 
to know more about the life of the student. “I 
see what his fears, doubts and complexes are, 
if he is afraid.” 


The way in which Gershwin Lee deals with peo- 
ple is thus more like a coach than a strict disci- 
plinarian. He doesn’t leave out that there are 
rules to be followed, but in order to demand 
adherence, Lee believes it is essential to moti- 
vate the student as well as the teacher so that 
both want to work on improvement. 


It might be part of his personality, but Gershwin 
Lee explains that from early on he realized the 
importance of a different approach, and he 
followed all courses and training possible on this 
area, from Conscious Discipline to yoga, which 
provide techniques to help anyone breathe in 
and calm down. 
The results can be seen, because Colegio San 
Antonio already has years on top of the list of 
schools with a better percentage of graduates. 
But this is not what motivates the headmaster. 
“If you take the first exam period from last year, 
our school was the one with the worst results. 
There was the possibility for every student to 
drop their lowest grade (an arrangement due 
to the pandemic) and still graduate. But I told 
them to still take the second chance exam and 
improve their grade.” 


The headmaster motivated his students to be- 
lieve in themselves and assured them that they 
will graduate. The result of the school in itself 
was not important for Lee. Rather, his objective 
was for the students to grow and realize their 
potential and be happy people, an approach 
that is proven to work.q 
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Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br WK # 13 room # 763 
26 weeks remain 
Price :$ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Barcelo Resort 
Palm beach 
3 bedroom 3 bath 
Week 6 and 7 Penthouse 
all inclusive package meal and 
drinks 
Price :$ 60K both weeks 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
2 br WK #9 room #212 
Ocean view 
Price :$12K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Property Land 
For sale shaba Noord 
865 m2 and 918m2 
3500 m2 
Price : $150 m2 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


________________________________216300 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 12 room # 1328 
Price : $ 7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 10 room 
# 2301 
21 weeks remain 
Price :$8 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
stutio week # 13 room # 6206 
studio week #14 room # 6205 
18 weeks remain on each 
Price $7 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
Floating weeks Platinum 
2 x studio $6 K each 
22 weeks remain each 
1 bedroom$7 K 
16 weeks remain 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 13 room # 3512 
28 weeks remain expire :2036 
Price :$12 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
1 br week # 8 room#94 
20 weeks remain expire 
2037 
Price :$8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Kimberly Palmer: 5 ways to deal with money envy 


By KIMBERLY PALMER 
of NerdWallet 
If 
you've 
ever 
scrolled 
through 
social 
media 
posts only to be gripped 
with envy when you see 
a friend posing in front of 
their beautiful house or 
enjoying themselves at a 
luxurious resort, then you 
understand how easy it is 
to want what other people 
have. Financial envy is real, 
and sometimes it can be 
ugly. 
"Financial envy is abso- 
lutely normal. It's part of 
the human condition," says 
Yvonne 
Hampton, 
who 
holds a doctorate in per- 
sonal financial planning 
and runs a financial thera- 
py practice in the Kansas 
City, Missouri, area. 
And it's not necessarily a 
bad thing, she adds. "It's 
an opportunity to dig more 
deeply 
internally 
about 
why we have that feeling 
so we can work through it 
and be happier in our own 
lives." 
If you're wondering how to 
turn the so-called green- 
eyed monster into a posi- 
tive force in your life, here 
are five steps to take. 
1. LET GO OF SHAME 
"A lot of progress can be 
made simply by acknowl- 
edging: 'Yes, I feel envious,'" 
says Rick Kahler, a certified 
financial therapist and cer- 
tified financial planner in 
Rapid City, South Dakota. 
"Be compassionate toward 
yourself," he adds. 
Then, you can more easily 
turn toward the concrete 
steps that help you meet 
your financial goals, wheth- 
er it's paying off debt, sav- 
ing for a down payment or 
building up an emergency 
fund for greater financial 
security. 
2. GET SPECIFIC ABOUT 
YOUR TRIGGERS 
People are more likely to 
feel envious of people in 


their own peer group ver- 
sus mega-rich icons like Jeff 
Bezos or Oprah Winfrey, 
Hampton says. "Those feel- 
ings are a signal: If you are 
envious of a neighbor get- 
ting a new car, what is that 
feeling?" 
Perhaps it's rooted in a de- 
sire to earn more money or 
spend your money differ- 
ently. Once you figure out 


the cause of the feeling, 
then you can address it 
and make changes in your 
own life. 
"It can give us insight into 
what 
we 
really 
want," 
Hampton says. If it truly is 
about buying a car, then 
you can give yourself a 
savings goal and start set- 
ting money aside each 
month.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
san Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week 2/unit 1113 (18k); 
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k); 
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k); 
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k); 
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and, 
Week 15/unit 1217 (10k). 
CdMOwner@gmail.com 
us(Call/Text): (860)992-3890 


_______________________________216163 


For Sale By Owner 
Wk 10 divi Links Golf & beach 
rm 2301 1br/2ba rTu:exp2044 
+10 accelerated sleeps 4 $7500 
Wk 9 divi Little bay st. Maarten 
rm 621 1br/2ba rTu: 
exp.2042 
+10 accelerated sleeps 4 $4500 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 


________________________________216297 


Condo for sale 
atlantic 360 
20 new construction right 
On eagle beach 
3 and 4 br prices starting from 
$900K 
For more info call:011-297-630- 
1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
1 br WK 8 room # 14 
6 full acclerated weeks 
Contract expire : 
Price $5 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.haleeytimetravel.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 
2 br WK#9 and 10 room #1302 
Ocean view $20 K each 
1 br WK#9 and 10 room #1329 
Pool /view $8 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 12 room #33 
30 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK #9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain 
Price : $ 8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br deluxe 
WK # 10 room # 2353 
Ocean Front 
Price :$10 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Palm beach 
3br 2 bath with one appartment 
5 min walk to the beach 
Price :$550K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
beach Front Malmok 
6 br 6 bath 
Price :$3 Million 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio wk #5 room # 8105 
building C with 13 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
alto Vista Noord 
2 br , 2 bath fully furnished 
With and appartment Ocean 
view 
Price $550 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Gold Coast Wespunt 
3 br , 3 bath 
Fully furnished 
Price $480 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK #7 and 8 room #3405 
12/14 weeks remain on the 
contract 
Price :6K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK #9 room#3307 $6K 
14 weeks remain on the contract 
studio WK #10 room #3203 $6K 
10 weeks remain on the contract 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo for sale 
bubali Noord 
2 br 2bath town house 
5 min drive to eagle beach 
Price :$275K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
Contacts the expert 37 years 
Of doing Honest business on 
the Islands 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
2 br ,2 bath Platinum 
Ocean side ( light house 
building) 
Price: $20 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


________________________________216300 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 bedr WK 9 room # 2118 
studio WK 9 room # 2117 
22 weeks remain each 
Price : 1 br $8 K stu $ 7 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 1505 
Ocean view 
Price :$ 20 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By COLLEEN BARRY 
AP Fashion Writer 
Giorgio Armani and a slew 
of fashion CEOs turned out 


Sunday for a premiere of 
documentary “Milano: The 
Inside Story of Italian Fash- 
ion,” by Emmy-winning film- 


maker John Maggio. 
The 
documentary 
gives 
due credit to Armani for 
putting 
Milan 
ready-to- 
wear on the map in the 
1980s with the creation of 
the deconstructed jacket 
that made menswear sexy 
and relaxed, as epitomized 
by Richard Gere in “Ameri- 
can Gigolo.” 
“Fashion made me grow 
up and become someone. 
It was not easy initially, as I 
didn’t feel up to it, but slow- 
ly I gained courage to want 
to be someone in this ad- 
venture,” Armani said upon 
arrival at the premiere. 
The 88-year-old designer, 
who presented his latest 
womenswear 
collection 


earlier in the day, received 
an enormous round of ap- 
plause at the start of the 
film, when producer Alan 
Friedman introduced him 
to the very-fashion crowd 
as “the man without whom 
today Milan would not be 
the capital of fashion.” 
The documentary also re- 
counts 
the 
competitive 
tensions between Armani 
and his classic elegance 
and Gianni Versace, who 
helped fuel the super mod- 
el era with his more overtly 
sexy collections. 
In the documentary, for- 
mer Gucci creative direc- 
tor Tom Ford and ex-Gucci 
CEO Domenico De Sole 
discuss attempts to merge 


Gucci and Versace, which 
ultimately failed after Ver- 
sace’s 1997 murder under 
the insistence of his sister, 
Donatella 
Versace, 
that 
she remain at the creative 
helm. 
In the intervening years, Gu- 
cci, along with many other 
Italian family-run compa- 
nies have been bought up 
by French conglomerates, 
and Versace is now part of 
the U.S. group Capri Hold- 
ing. Italy has failed to come 
up with a fashion group of 
its own to challenge the 
French dominance; fashion 
houses like Armani and Dol- 
ce & Gabbana are among 
those that remain staunch- 
ly in family hands.q 


By DAVID BAUDER 
AP Media Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — There 
was a time Jeff Probst could 
not imagine doing what 
he will on Wednesday, be- 
ing on hand as host for the 
start of a 44th season of 
“Survivor.” That’s not simply 
because of the transitory 
nature of television, where 
a 44th season of anything 
is a rarity, even a program 
that created a sensation 
when it first aired on CBS in 
the summer of 2000. 
In those early days, there 
was a restlessness about 
Probst. 
He’d 
studied 
screenwriting, acted and 
wrote and directed a well- 
received indie film in 2001. 
He tried a short-lived talk 
show. He admits “I had a 
chip on my shoulder about 
being called a ‘host.’”Yet 
as series creator Mark Bur- 
nett began stepping away, 
Probst added “producer” 
to his title and has since 
ascended to the level of 
“showrunner” — industry 
lingo that means he’s in 
charge of everything. 
At age 61, he’s all in, an 
evangelist for “Survivor.” 
“I have never been so ex- 
cited to be part of the 
show,” he told The Associ- 
ated Press in a recent inter- 
view. “I hope it’s apparent. 
I hope it’s clear that I’m re- 
ally into ‘Survivor.’” 
It remains a marvelously- 
designed game, one that 
tests survival skills in a for- 


bidding — if lovely — en- 
vironment along with the 
social and scheming skills 
to remain standing at the 
end to collect the $1 mil- 
lion prize. Even if one cast is 
a drag, “one of the show’s 
greatest strengths is that 
every season hits a reset 
button,” said Dalton Ross, 
executive editor at large at 
Entertainment Weekly and 
a veteran chronicler of the 
show. 
So it can, um, survive a 
scandal like a player be- 
ing kicked off in 2019 after 
being accused of inap- 


propriately touching young 
women or tweaks that 
don’t work, like the “fire to- 
kens” that were introduced 
and abandoned after one 
season. 
Other new ideas, like a hid- 
den immunity idol or the 
“David vs Goliath” season 
that Probst really loved, 
freshen the show as it ad- 
heres to a basic structure. 
Producers were also or- 
dered by CBS to increase 
diversity, which Probst said 
has added to the show’s 
richness. The 18 castaways 
for the new season include 


five 
Black 
contestants, 
three Latinos and an Asian 
American. 
“People that don’t watch 
‘Survivor,’ I think they may 
mistake it for some sort of 
survivalist’s show or they la- 
bel it with this idea that it’s 
just a reality show,” Probst 
said. “When, really, ‘Survi- 
vor’ is one of the biggest 
adventures you can ever 
go on, either as a player or 
a viewer.” 
As Probst became more in- 
volved in how the show was 
put together, there was a 
clear difference in how he 


did his job onscreen, Ross 
said. 
“Jeff started to put more 
opinion and personality into 
his hosting,” he said. “Up to 
that point, it was more of a 
master of ceremonies role. 
You realized he could be 
the eyes and ears of the 
audience and can speak 
for the audience. It was 
one of the most important 
changes he made as a 
host. It made him an ele- 
ment in the game that the 
players had to contend 
with.” “Survivor” has settled 
on Fiji as a permanent set 
after bouncing around for 
several years to different 
locations. The jungle is a 
character in itself. High-def- 
inition photography and 
drones makes things more 
visually 
appealing 
than 
ever, Ross said. 
Probst demurs when asked 
his opinion of the best play- 
er ever, and admits some 
of the seasons start to run 
together. He’d lose a “Sur- 
vivor” trivia contest, he 
said. 
“I will see an early cut of 
an episode, and I can’t 
remember who was voted 
out, even though I was the 
one at Tribal Council who 
snuffed out their torch,” he 
said. 
And, 
yes, 
he’s 
excited 
about the new season, call- 
ing it one of the most enter- 
taining groups of players 
the show has put together 
in a while.q 


Jeff Probst a constant for ‘Survivor’ as it nears 44th game 


This image released by CBS shows Jeff Probst in the premiere episode of the 44th season of the 
reality competition series “Survivor,” airing March 1. 


Associated Press 


Armani at heart of new doc examining birth of Milan fashion 


Designer, left, Giorgio Armani and Marisa Berenson pose for 
photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film ‘Milano, 
the inside story of Milan Fashion’ in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 26, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
Novak Djokovic broke the 
record for the most time 
spent at No. 1 in the profes- 
sional tennis rankings by a 
man or woman, beginning 
his 378th week in the ATP’s 
top spot on Monday to sur- 
pass Steffi Graf’s 377 lead- 
ing the WTA. 
He already held the men’s 
mark, eclipsing Roger Fe- 
derer’s old ATP standard of 
310 weeks in March 2021. 
“I’m flattered, obviously. 
Extremely, extremely proud 
and happy for this achieve- 
ment,” Djokovic said in a 
video posted on social me- 
dia, in which he referred to 


Graf as “one of the great- 
est, most legendary, tennis 
players.” 
After Djokovic and Graf on 
the all-time No. 1 weeks list 
are Martina Navratilova, 
with 332, and Serena Wil- 
liams, with 319, followed 
by Federer. The computer- 
ized rankings began in the 
1970s. 
Djokovic has finished seven 
years atop the ATP, anoth- 
er men’s record. 
The 35-year-old from Serbia 
returned to No. 1 this time 
by winning the Australian 
Open in January, jumping 
up from No. 5 to overtake 
Carlos Alcaraz. That title 
was Djokovic’s 22nd at a 


Grand Slam tournament, 
equaling Rafael Nadal for 
the most by a man in tennis 
history. 
He managed to get back 
to the top of the rankings 
despite not being able to 
enter a handful of big tour- 
naments in 2022, including 
the Australian Open and 
U.S. Open, because is not 
vaccinated against CO- 
VID-19. 
Djokovic was able to com- 
pete at Melbourne Park this 
year after Australia relaxed 
its pandemic-era rules; his 
status for two key events in 
the United States that be- 
gin in March — at Indian 
Wells and Miami — is still in 


doubt, and he’s asked for 
permission to be allowed to 
travel to the country. 
Djokovic also did not get 
any boost from his cham- 
pionship at Wimbledon in 
2022, because no rank- 
ings points were awarded 
there. 
The ATP and WTA both with- 


held points in response to 
the All England Club’s deci- 
sion to bar players from Rus- 
sia and Belarus from com- 
peting as a result of the 
invasion of Ukraine. It is still 
not known whether those 
athletes will be allowed 
to play at Wimbledon this 
year.q 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
women’s 
coach 
Vlatko 
Andonovski earned 27% 
as much as men’s coach 
Gregg Berhalter in the year 
ending last March 31, down 
slightly from 28% in the pre- 
vious year. 
Andonovski 
earned 
$446,495, according to the 
U.S. Soccer Federation’s 
tax filing released Monday, 
including $50,000 in bo- 
nuses for the Americans’ 
third-place finish in the To- 
kyo 
Olympics. 
Berhalter 
earned $1,641,398, includ- 
ing $300,000 in bonuses 
during a year that included 
the 2021 CONCACAF Gold 
Cup title. 
Berhalter 
remained 
the 
federation’s 
highest-paid 
employee. In the previ- 
ous fiscal year, Andonovski 
earned $357,597 and Ber- 
halter $1,291,539. 
Earnie 
Stewart 
earned 
$799,380 as the USSF’s sport- 
ing director, virtually identi- 
cal to his $799,699 the prior 
year. Men’s general man- 
ager Brian McBride earned 
$346,494, a slight increase 
from $338,417. 
Women’s 
general 
man- 
ager Kate Markgraf was 
at $500,000 for the second 
straight year. She also has 
the title of head of wom- 
en’s football and her du- 
ties include interacting with 


FIFA, CONCACAF and na- 
tional associations. 
CEO Will Wilson earned 
$642,348 and his predeces- 
sor, Dan Flynn, was listed at 
$251,886 as an ambassa- 
dor and former officer. 
In a huge management 
turnover, Wilson left Oct. 
31, McBride on Jan. 31 and 
Stewart on Feb. 15. 
Berhalter’s status is unclear 
after the expiration of his 
contract on Dec. 31. He is 
under investigation for a 
1991 domestic violence al- 
legation. Anthony Hudson, 
one of his assistants, was 


appointed interim coach 
last month. Chief commer- 
cial officer David Wright 
earned $516,257 and Pinky 
Raina, the chief financial 
officer and chief operating 
officer, earned $466,864. 
Chief legal officer Karen 
Leetzow earned $410,714. 
Cindy Parlow Cone, the 
USSF president, does not 
receive a salary. A bylaw 
amendment to establish a 
$125,000 annual salary for 
the federation’s president 
failed to gain approval 
at the federation’s an- 
nual general meeting last 


March, receiving 58.91% 
approval and falling short 
of the two-thirds needed. 
A similar proposal is on 
the agenda for this year’s 
meeting, 
scheduled 
for 
March 16-19 in San Diego. 
John Cone, her husband, 
received $50,280 as pay- 
ment and expense reim- 
bursement for his work with 
the USSF coaching edu- 
cation team, down from 
$112,606 the previous year. 
Among 
players 
on 
the 
women’s team, listed play- 
ers included Emily Sonnett 
($386,742), Becky Sauerb- 


runn ($379,067), Carli Lloyd 
($376,827, listed as her mar- 
ried name, Carli Hollins), 
Kelly O’Hara ($375,177) and 
Alyssa Naeher ($373,327). 
The USSF received $29.9 
million from Soccer United 
Marketing, the marketing 
arm of Major League Soc- 
cer as part of an agree- 
ment that expired this past 
Dec. 31. 
Legal fees included $4.9 
million to Lathan & Watkins, 
which represented the USSF 
in the equal pay lawsuit by 
women’s players, and $1.4 
million to Morgan Lewis & 
Bockius, which represented 
the USSF in collective bar- 
gaining. 
Revenue 
was 
listed 
at 
$122.3 million and function- 
al expenses at $145.1 mil- 
lion, including $24 million to 
settle the lawsuit by women 
players and $2 million for 
COVID-related costs. 
The federation said it had 
$108.8 million in what it 
called program service rev- 
enue, including $45.8 mil- 
lion from sponsorship and 
$44.8 million from national 
team international games. 
That was up from $39.98 mil- 
lion in sponsor and royalty 
revenue in the year ending 
March 2021 and $3.5 million 
from national team interna- 
tional games, which were 
sharply curtailed during the 
pandemic and played in 
front of no or limited fans.q 


U.S. women’s soccer coach paid 27% as much as men’s coach 


U.S. coach Vlatko Andonovski, right, and forward Megan Rapinoe (15) laugh after the team’s win 
against Canada during a SheBelieves Cup soccer match Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. 


Associated Press 


Novak Djokovic breaks record for most 
weeks ranked No. 1 


Serbian tennis player Novak Djokovic speaks and gestures 
during his open practise session in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, 2023. 


Associated Press 
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PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. (AP) 
— New York Mets right- 
hander Max Scherzer de- 
scribed pitching under Ma- 
jor League Baseball’s new 
rules as a “cat-and-mouse” 
game. 
Contrary to previous years, 
Scherzer feels the pitcher 
finally has control of the 
tempo because of the new 
pitch clock. 
In his first start of the Grape- 
fruit 
League 
schedule, 
Scherzer allowed a run 
in the second inning but 
struck out five while work- 
ing the first two innings 
of the Mets’ 6-3 win over 
Washington. 
“Really, 
the 
power 
the 
pitcher has now — I can 
totally 
dictate 
pace,” 
the three-time Cy Young 
Award winner said. “The 
rule change of the hitter 
having only one timeout 
changes 
the 
complete 
dynamic of the hitter-and- 
pitcher dynamic. Yeah, I 
love it.” 
The pitch clock is among 
a series of new rules for this 
season — including limits 
on infield shifts and larger 
bases — that MLB hopes 
will improve pace of play 
and introduce more action 
into the game. 
The average game time 
through 
three 
days 
of 
spring training is 2 hours, 
39 minutes, down from an 
average of 3:01 for all of 
spring training last year. 
Scherzer says he is learn- 


ing to play around with the 
pitch clock. 
Washington’s 
Michael 
Chavis, the second hitter in 
the second inning, stepped 
out of the box when he felt 
Scherzer was taking too 
long. That was fine with 
Scherzer. 
The right-hander held the 
ball for more than 10 sec- 
onds before delivering the 
next pitch as Chavis had to 
remain in the batter’s box, 
locked eyes with Scherzer. 
The veteran pitcher felt he 
had imposed his will, even 
though Chavis ultimately 
singled to right. 
“I 
can 
work 
extremely 


quick. And I can work ex- 
tremely 
slow,” 
Scherzer 
said. “There’s another layer 
here to be able to mess 
with the hitter’s timing. 
“I can come set even be- 
fore the hitter’s in the box. I 
can’t pitch until eight (sec- 
onds left on the clock). But 
as soon as his eyes are up, 
I can go. If his eyes are up 
with 12 seconds to go, I can 
fire. 
“I had the conversation with 
the umpire (David Rackley) 
to make sure that’s legal. 
And that is (legal). I’m just 
getting used to how this is 
going to be in 2023.” 
According to MLB, there 


were 69 pitch-timer viola- 
tions through the first 35 
spring training games over 
the weekend — including 
35 violations in 16 games 
Sunday. 
While Scherzer thinks the 
timer is working in pitchers’ 
favor, hitters aren’t com- 
plaining, either. 
“I like it,” Yankees star Aaron 
Judge said. “I think you can 
kind of play around with it 
a little bit. I think it definitely 
speeds up the game. Any- 
thing that kind of keeps the 
pitcher moving and on the 
go, and hopefully keep him 
out of breath, I’m looking 
forward to it.” 


Cardinals manager Oliver 
Marmol said MLB is provid- 
ing updates — nearly in real 
time — on the rules chang- 
es package that is making 
this spring training unique. 
The two major changes are 
a pitch clock and a limit on 
extreme infield shifts. 
“They did a really nice job 
of sending out a memo this 
morning with all the things 
that took place yesterday 
and questions that play- 
ers and managers that just 
had to be addressed in or- 
der that you can cover it 
with your staff and club as 
you feel appropriate,” Mar- 
mol said. “So we did that 
with our staff and brought 
two different points with our 
players because they’ve 
done a really good job of 
communication.” 
There were more hiccups 
on Sunday throughout the 
Cactus 
and 
Grapefruit 
League games, but most 
took the changes in stride. 
Rockies reliever Daniel Bard 
was called for a ball after 
throwing a warmup pitch 
after the 30-second dead- 
line heading into an inning. 
The 30-second mark before 
innings was also a source of 
confusion during the Car- 
dinals-Marlins game. Two 
Cardinals 
pitchers 
were 
called for balls before the 
start of innings before, ac- 
cording to Marmol, the 
umpires gathered and real- 
ized they were interpreting 
the rule incorrectly.q 


Mets’ Scherzer loves ‘cat-and-mouse’ game of MLB’s new rules 


New York Mets starting pitcher Max Scherzer throws during the second inning of a spring training 
baseball game against the Washington Nationals Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023, in Port St. Lucie, Fla. 


Associated Press 


MLB average salary rose 14.8% to 
record $4.22M last season 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Major 


League Baseball’s aver- 
age salary rose 14.8% to 
a record $4.22 million last 


year after the end of the 
lockout, boosted by big 
deals for Max Scherzer, 
Francisco Lindor, Marcus 
Semien and Corey Seager. 
The rate of increase was 
the highest since a 17.7% 
increase in 2000 to $1.61 
million, according to final 
calculations by the play- 
ers’ association. 
The average had dropped 
in each of the previous 
four seasons before 2022, 
sparking 
player 
anger 
that was expressed by 
the union during a 99-day 
lockout that ended last 
March. 


Last year’s average sal- 
ary was calculated by the 
union at $4,222,193, up 
from $3,679,335 in 2021. 
MLB, which uses a slightly 
different 
method, 
cal- 
culated the average at 
$4,117,472, up 15% from 
$3,579,341 in 2021. 
Payrolls, a more complete 
reflection 
on 
spending, 
rose 12.6% to $4.56 billion 
from $4.05 billion. 
Salaries have escalated 
higher this past offseason. 
The Mets have boosted 
their payroll to a projected 
$370 million, well past the 
previous record of $297.9 


million of the 2015 Los An- 
geles Dodgers. 
Some owners are argu- 
ing for significant change 
to lessen payroll dispar- 
ity when the current labor 
contract expires after the 
2026 season, and MLB this 
month established anoth- 
er committee to examine 
economics. 
“History would suggest that 
an economic committee 
... is really hyperfocused 
on a salary cap — or get- 
ting to a salary cap when 
we next sit down to nego- 
tiate,” union head Tony 
Clark said Saturday.q 


Kansas City Royals’ Bobby Witt Jr. (7) beats the tag by Texas 
Rangers shortstop Corey Seager to steal first base during the 
first inning of a spring training baseball game Friday, Feb. 24, 
2024, in Surprise, Ariz. 


Associated Press 


